
Thurs., Feb 18th, at 7 p.m. - Mike Martino Presents:
1918DROWNINGS IN OCEAN BEACH

At PL United Methodist Church, 1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.

Mike Martino, who is a Lifeguard Superviser at Silver Strand State Beach, will present
the story of the May 5, 1918, Ocean Beach drownings. He will give analysis and

examine some of the characters involved the tragic event.
This sad chapter in Ocean Beach’s history occurred when a large rip current formed off Ocean

Beach devastated the community. thirteen people drown including eleven servicemen. Others thought to
be missing, but not confirmed. Multiple rescues were performed by lifeguards, police, and military along

with civilians. Rescue operations spanned over three hours.
Mike has written the book the Lifeguards of San Diego County published by Arcadia. He also wrote

A Baker's Dozen by the LawGiver a book of short stories about his work. Both books were San Diego Book
awards finalists in 2007.
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Fallen Tree from 1991 big
storm, photo by Kathy Blavatt

Please join our OB Blog to tell your favorite OB stories, facts and memories. Visit:
w w w . o b h i s t o r y . w o r d p r e s s . c o m
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY?
We are a 501 (C) 3 Nonprofit, DONATIONS MAY BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

Join and receive our newsletters & announcements.
Fill out the form below and mail it with a check to:

OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 7895, San Diego, CA 92167

�� Individuals-$12/yr.                     �� Business, 2 Adults, or Family-$20
�� Sustaining Member-$100 �� Life Member-$500/1 payment
�� Special Friend of OBHS (includes Life Membership) - $1,000/1 payment

Name __________________________________________________________
Street Address or PO Box__________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________________
Telephone (optional)_______________________ Email(optional)_______________
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If you’re moving or 
temporarily changing address

Contact: STEPHANIE
(619) 602-0771  
luckyme3@cox.net

or mail to:
Ocean Beach Historical

Society
P.O. Box 7895, San Diego,

CA 92167

The Ocean Beach Historical Society Annual Wisteria Party will
be on the first day of Spring, March 20, 2010 at Noon. 

(If the blooms are blooming).
Minimum Suggested Member $5 Donation.
A notice will be sent to members and posted on::
www.obhistory.wordpress.com
Our Wisteria Party is held at 4761 Niagara Ave., O.B., in the yard of the
1904 (or 05) home of OBHS Vice Chair Ned Titlow. The purple Wisteria
canopy is the largest Wisteria in OB.
We look forward to another year of Wisteria in full bloom at our tea party where we
will have lovely music by John Taffolla and delectables. 
Please come join us for a beautiful afternoon of OB culture and fun.

Annual Wisteria Party
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A fond farewell to
Jack Reich 

OB FARMERS MARKET
Wednesdays 4 p.m. 
Newport Ave., OB
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NEW MEMBERS
thru JAN:
Marti & Bill Klees, Alva Shafer,
Jaclyn Silvestri.
DONATIONS — Dec. & Jan.:
Claire & Lester Bois, Gloria Peters,
Carol &  Larry Holt, Deborah
Irons & Wade Williams .
DONATION IN MEMORY OF 
LINCOLN ROCK FROM
Bonnie & Lyle Butler 

Thanks to Blue Vase donors.

We have just learned
of the passing of

Jack Reich a long-time
supporter, Life Member
and substantial contributor of 
pictorial memorabilia to our archives. 

For the last ten years at least, 
Jack split his time between 
Port Townsend, WA and Oceanside,
attending our meetings as he was able. 

He died in June 2009.
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HISTORY MAKING OCEAN BEACH STORMS
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Silver Spray
Apt.:
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Below, OB Pier 
during storm of 1991 Below, OB Pier during recent storm of Jan. 2010IT IS 

TAX SEASON!
HELP PRESERVE 
OB’S HISTORY 

Give our community a gift!
Donate to the Ocean Beach

Historical Society
a 501 (C) 3 Nonprofit 

DONATIONS MAY BE 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Above, 1991 storm, up-rooted tree on Bacon & Narragansett
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