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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY?
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, DONATIONS MAY BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

JOIN AND RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Fill out the form below and mail it with a check to:
OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 7895, San Diego, CA 92167-0895

■ Individuals-$15/yr.                    ■ Business, 2 Adults, or Family-$20
■ Sustaining Member-$100/yr. ■ Life Member-$500/1 payment
■ Special Friend of OBHS (includes Life Membership) - $1,000/1 payment
Name __________________________________________________________
Street Address or PO Box __________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________  Email _______________________
■■  NEW MEMBER ■■  RENEWAL ■■  CHANGE OF ADDRESS
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SPECIAL OFFER Receive an 1887  Map Poster  with $100 or Larger NEW Membership
Redeemable at any OBHS Event or Program

January - February 2019 • President: Eric DuVall • Editors: Susan James & Stephanie Greenwald • Creative Director: Kathy Blavatt

SeaScrolls
Notes from the 
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Point Loma and Ocean Beach had a
trolley system that included the
La Playa Route 13 Trolley.
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OBHS PRESENTS:
TROLLEY TO THE BEACH

by Eric DuVall 
THURS., JAN. 17, 7PM

at Water’s Edge Faith Community
1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.

OCEAN BEACH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
25TH ANNIVERSARY
by Kitty McDaniel, 
Dedi Ridenour, 

and Jonnie Wilson
THURS., FEB. 21, 7PM

at Water’s Edge Faith Community
1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.

The Ocean Beach Historical Society Presents:
Thursday, January 17, 7 PM
WATER’S EDGE FAITH COMMUNITY,
1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.

“TROLLEY TO THE BEACH,”
presented by Eric DuVall, is the story of
how dependable electric streetcar service
allowed people to live at the beach—
specifically Ocean Beach, Point Loma,
Pacific Beach and La Jolla—and still be
able to work downtown. It is the story of
the Point Loma Railroad and The 
San Diego Electric Railway and how they
helped our city to grow.  As such, it is also
the story of D. C. Collier and John D.
Spreckels.   Eric will cover an approxi-
mately 50-year period from the 1890s
through the 1940s, and the story will be,
of course, lavishly illustrated.

Continued on Page 3

TROLLEY TO THE BEACH 
by Eric DuVall

OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
25TH ANNIVERSARY

Throughout 2019 we will celebrate the
Ocean Beach Historical Society’ s

founders, members, and achievements.
Please join us for our Silver Anniversary.

Thursday, February 21.  7 PM
WATER’S EDGE FAITH COMMUNITY,
1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.

The Ocean Beach Historical Society’ s 
25th Silver Anniversary Logo 

incorporates a teen photo of OBHS Co-founder Ruth Held. 
OBHS 25th Anniversary logo design by Kathy Blavatt

The Ocean Beach Historical Society was formed
in February 1994. 
Kitty McDaniel, Dedi Ridenour, and Jonnie Wilson,
will present the history of the OBHS and the group’s
founders. Continued on Page 3



PRESERVE OB’s HISTORY 
Thru CONTRIBUTIONS!
The OBHS Archives was founded 

to preserve the history of 
Ocean Beach and the peninsula.

The OBHS Archive’s Room is upstairs on
the top floor of the

WATER'S EDGE FAITH COMMUNITY
1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.

THE OBHS ARCHIVE COLLECTION 
INCLUDES:

Photos, maps, books, papers, newspapers, letters, artifacts and an extensive 
biography index with San Diego City Directories from 1926 to 1984 (which list people,

their spouses & occupations). Residents are also listed by street address. 
Dedicated volunteers assist with processing.

A R C H I V E S  D O N A T I O N S  A R E  W E L C O M E
Many people believe that their lives are of no interest to others, but they are!
Unfortunately, important history is lost when photographs, house plans, business & 
organization records, and family papers end up in the trash after a death in the family. 

Photographs are historically important because shots of people depict their activities & cus-
toms, homes & buildings, and dress. Without archives we lose links to the past when there is

no record of O.B. buildings that vanish or functions change. When the cliffs erode and
scenery changes it needs to be documented. Donations to the OBHS Archives provide 

an invaluable window into Ocean Beach’s past. 
WHEN DONATING PHOTOGRAPHS TO THE ARCHIVES, 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO DATE, IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE AND PLACES.
Reluctant to give up your photos or papers? The Archive’s staff would be happy to
copy and safely return items to you with your permission to use the materials. 

Preservation work often needs support & supplies.

GIFTS MAY BE DONATED AT MONTHLY MEETINGS 
OBHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

COntaCt fOr arCHiveS:
TO SCHEDULE A MEETING OR PICKUP: 619-226-8125

THE OBHS NEEDS:
• Historical 

Photos, Items 
& Documentation

• Cash Donations 
• Historical 

Interviews 
• Archival 

Supplies 

““Ocean BeachOcean Beach””
Book by the Ocean Beach Historical Society 

& Arcadia Publishing
Be transported back in time through this fantastic 
book filled with Ocean Beach’s wonderful history, 
historical photos and fascinating images. 

$2199 plus tax
The  “Ocean Beach” book is 

available at the Ocean Beach Historical Society
events and local venders.

Proceeds go to the OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY a 501(c)(3) non-profit org.

OBHS General infO. COntaCt:
Pat James: pjinob@gmail.com  

or  ph. 619-226-8125

2015 
WINNER

1887 OB MAP
POSTER

The 1887 O.B. Historical color map
poster has lovely calligraphy, the old
street names and the railroad lines. Also
locations and names of the beaches &
rock formations,
sand dunes and
fresh water
springs. The
map’s natural
aging, torn edges
& stains gives it
a wonderful 
pirate-map 
quality.

$20ea. 
(includes tax)

“It’s stunning”- Joe Wambaugh

OCEAN BEACH 
WHERE LAND AND
WATER MEET

By KATHY BLAVATT
Arcadia Publishing 

Available at:
OB Historical Society

events or local venders 

START THE 
NEW YEAR RIGHT 

by becoming a
Ocean Beach 

Historical Society
Member!

OBHS MEMBERSHIP
FORM ON BACK.

MEMBERS
November - December 2018
New Members
Mike Rijavec & Family; 
Donna Blum.
Donations
Celia & David Ball; 
Barbara Chrestman;
Kathy Frasca; 
Barbara & Tim Houlton; 
Jane Donley-Dog Beach 
Dog Wash; 
Gloryanna Post;
Barbara Schmidtknecht.
Thank You Blue Vase Donors
Archive Donations
Sunset Cliffs Map Poster- 
Jason Ott of Ottographix

CONGRESS OF HISTORY
of San Diego & Imperial Counties

54TH ANNUAL
HISTORY CONFERENCE

Friday, March 29, & 
Saturday, March 30, 2019

Conference Location:
PORTUGUESE HALL

Point Loma, San Diego, CA
______________________
More Info. & Registration at:

www.congressofhistory.org

Continued from Page 1
ERIC DUVALL is a former Cub Scout, the former Chairman of UC High Grad Nite, and
current President of the Ocean Beach Historical Society. Eric says that the allegation
that he rode a tricycle in the OB Kite Parade in 1987 is not accurate.  
Nope. He likes streetcars and sidewalks. Okay, and peanut butter cookies. 

(But who doesn’t?)  

Continued from Page 1
For our 25th anniversary program, Kitty McDaniel, Dedi Ridenour,
and Jonnie Wilson, will introduce you to some fascinating finds from
the OBHS Archives. 

These three board members have unearthed some amazing artifacts
related to the history of our beach community and will be sharing “Trea-
sures from our Archives” with you on February 21.  

No disclosures here, but over the past 25 years, we’ve collected a
whole lot more than old photos and books!

OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 25TH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM
Thursday, February 21.  7 PM

WATER’S EDGE FAITH COMMUNITY, 1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., O.B.


